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ABSTRACT
/The purpose of this study is to clarify the real causes of gender wage

differentials in Korea by analyzing changes over the period from 1984 to
1999. The participation rate of women in the Korean labor force has
gradually increased since 1963, reaching 47.4 percent as of 1999. This
increase can be attributed to more active participation by women of all
ages, except those aged 15-19, as a result of their enrollment in higher
level education. In particular, a remarkable rise in labor market
participation was achieved by those aged 25-29. On the other hand, the
ratio of female workers earnings to that of male workers has increased
from 45.1 percent in 1972 to 63.1 percent in 1999. However, when the
gender wage differentials are decomposed into various factors, it is found

that discrimination components against female workers, compared to the

skills or productivity characteristics, played a greater role for the 1994 to

1999 period. /
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1984 1988 1994 1997 1999
YA | A | ¥A | aA | 9A | AaA | 44 | 44 | ¢4 | 94
5 T8 | L83l | 1238 | 12363 | 13367 | 12971 | 13665 | 13307 | 1378 | 1330
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=R 867) | (003) | (275 | (099 | @71 | a7s4) | el | a5 | 66 | (1627
o | 00 0,002 0,002 0,002 0,002 0,002 0,001 0,002 -0.001 0,002
SEAFAE | (q372) 617 | (146.4) (582) | (1345 76.1) | (129.4) 774 | (1223) (-61.5)
Aol 0. 0017 0.031 0.007 0.021 0,002 0.019 -0.003 0022 20,004
EEbine (191.8) 675 | (1548) @34) | (1160) 89 | 039 | (105 | (217 | (156)
; o | 0001 | 00005 -0.001 0,000 0001 | -0.0001 0001 | -0.00003 -0.001 0.000
BHATAE | (1438 673) | (1244 “420) | (1187) (143) | (1171 52 | (127.0) (1.6)
i 0322 0715 0.236 0.258 0.263 0.446 0.305 0.499 0.193 0.423
(B4324) (78.1) (25.4) (58.0) (8.2) (66.9) (21.8) (75.1) (28.5) (52.6) (3L.1)
552 0.245 0.434 0.133 0.163 0.094 0172 0.139 0211 0.087 0.204
(AZ7]% ) ©7) | (1048) (543) (47.1) (48.1) (45.0) (70.7) (582) 47.6) (56.9)
423 0.100 0210 0015 0.034 0.005 0.071 0.025 0.072 0011 0.09
(A =) (300 | (1196) 83) (199) (3.1) (303) (133) (272) 6.0) (313)
A% old 0153 0033 0165 0.003 0,070 0.086 0.026 0.117 20,080 0.038
(1= =) | (-555) 108 | (637 wy | (179 (278) (5.9 (35.1) (223) (113)
A5l 0017 0,089 0,041 0.365 0.048 0.194 0.107 0122 0.065 0.220
(alel /g (3.6) (2.6) (89) (11.1) (127) (106) (30.0) (87) (19.8) (182)
A n)2 0.138 0433 0.141 0457 0.116 0375 0.098 0210 0.060 0.233
(21 @31) (21.9) 472) (271) (47.4) (283) @1.1) (22.6) (26.4) (28.4)
A3 0.048 0.142 0.033 0.064 004 0.076 0.019 0.088 0,003 0.130
AR/ AR/ 2R (13.8) (21.1) (10.1) (10.2) (14) (9.0) (5.4) (11.3) (0.9) (18.3)
Adj. R 05859 | 0498 | 0573 | 04718 | 05102 | 04889 | 0561 | 05236 | 04850 | 04829

Z: (W& t-value
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